THE FRIENDS OF CALTECH LIBRARIES
PRESENTS

A SPECIAL “AT-HOME” EVENT WITH
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	Professor Robert A. Rosenstone
Professor of History
California Institute of Technology

“King of Odessa”




King of Odessa - Synopsis:  Famed Russian writer Isaac Babel returns to Odessa in the summer of 1936 -- it will be his last visit to his home town -- to enlist the aid of gangsters from that city's well known underworld to help a famous political prisoner escape from the Soviet Union.  During the summer he has an affair with a beautiful actress and ponders his own future as the secret police close in on him.  Three years later Babel will be arrested and eventually executed, one of the victims of the great Stalin purges.  King of Odessa is written in the form of a lost manuscript Babel might have written during that summer.  Told in Babel's voice, the book ranges over the remarkable adventures of the author's life, riding with the Cossacks during the revolution, exploring the mountains of the Caucasus, falling in love with women in Germany and France, spending time with Andre Malraux and other writers in Paris.  The work captures the brilliant author’s lively wit, infectious charm, and insights into the Soviet system, with which he is wholly disenchanted.  Based on the known historical facts, King of Odessa is a fictional biography, a compelling portrait of a great writer in a time of crisis.
About the Author:  Robert A. Rosenstone is a Professor of History in the Humanities/Social Sciences Department at the California Institute of Technology.  He received his PhD in History from the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1966.  His works include ‘Romantic Revolutionary: A Biography of John Reed’ (1975), the basis for the film Reds;  and ‘Visions of the Past: The Challenge of Film to Our Idea of History’ (1995).

DATE:
Tuesday, June 10, 2008

TIME: 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Refreshments will be served.


PLACE:
Villa Gardens




842 E. Villa Street, 5th Floor, Pasadena, CA 91101




Park in the church parking lot next door (south) of the Villa Gardens.  

Reservations:  A contribution of $15.00 per person, please. For reservations, please make check payable to ‘The Friends’, and mail to:  The Friends of Caltech Libraries, M/C 1-32, Caltech, Pasadena, CA 91125.  Phone:  (626) 395-6411 – Livia Winston
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!















